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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 6336 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:SCUL 

SUBJ: BICENTENNIAL COMMEMORATION PROJECT 
REF: STATE 125431; ROME 6166 

1. ON JULY 5 RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL CONVEYED 
SUBSTANCE OF TELEGRAM JUST RECEIVED FROM ITALIAN EMBASSY DAMASCUS 
RE POSSIBLE TRIP TO SYRIA OF REVERENDS MERVEILLE AND SABATINO. 

2. ACCORDING MESSAGE, ITALIANS DISCUSSED PRIESTS' VISIT WITH SARG 
FOREIGN MINISTRY WHICH GAVE APPROVAL FOR VISIT, BUT ONLY ON CONDITION 
THAT PRIESTS ENTER SYRIA AS TOURISTS AND REFRAIN FROM ANY "PROPAGANDA 
ACTIVITY." 

3. ITALIAN EMBASSY COMMENTED THAT DECLARED AIM OF PRIESTS' VISIT 

OF STIMULATING INTEREST IN CONGRESS OF WORLD UNITY AND BROTHERHOOD 
COULD BE CONTRARY TO SARG CONDITIONS FOR VISIT. FOR THIS REASON. 

PLUS FACT THAT PRIESTS INTEND TO TRAVEL TO ISRAEL, ITALIAN EMBASSY 
RECOMMENDED AGAINST THEIR VISITING SYRIA. 

4. OFFICIAL SAID FOREIGN MINISTRY ENDORSED ITALIAN EMBASSY 
RECOMMENDATION AGAINST PRIESTS’ VISIT. HE STATED THAT GIVEN 
UNPREDICTABILITY OF SARG SECURITY SERVICES, POSSIBILITY THAT 
SYRIANS WOULD MISINTERPRET PURPOSE OF PRIESTS' VISIT WAS TOO 
REAL TO TAKE ANY CHANCES. VOLPE 
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